Introduction
One of the ironies of the digital revolution is that there is an illusion of growing freedom of expression and information in the world, when in fact often the reverse is true. These are bleak times with growing numbers of journalists being murdered with impunity, from the Philippines to Somalia and Syria. The world's worst mass killing of journalists was the so-called Maguindanao, or Ampatuan massacre (named after the town whose dynastic family ordered the killings), when 32 journalists were brutally murdered in the Philippines in November 2009 (Lingao, 2010) .
But increasingly savage slayings in the name of terrorism are becoming the norm. In early August 2015, five masked jihadists armed with machetes entered the Dhaka home of a secularist blogger in Bangladesh and hacked off his head and hands while his wife was forced into a nearby room. According to the New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists, 506 journalists were killed in the decade between 2002 and 2012, almost double the 390 slain in the previous decade (Robie, 2015b) .
(Both Reporters Sans Frontières [RSF] and Freedom House also reported escalating death tolls and declines in media freedom in 2016). The most recent RSF report in
April 2018 warned that a 'hatred of journalism' was threatening democracies, and was highly critical of China's increasingly authoritarian media influence in the Asia-Pacific region (RSF, 2018) .
While there appears to be far more democracies in the world than ever before, the committee's executive director Joel Simon believes there is a sinister new threat. This is in some respects more troublesome than the old style dictatorships. Simon has described this new scourge in The New Censorship: Inside the Global Battle for Press Freedom as the 'democratators', those leaders who profess to be democratic but are actually subverting their mirage of open governance (Simon, 2015) .
What are these differences between dictators and democratators? Dictators rule by force. Democratators rule by manipulation. Dictators impose their will. Democratators govern with the support of the majority. Dictators do not claim to be democrats-at least credibly. Democratators always do. Dictators control information. Democratators manage it. (Simon, 2015, p. 33) Simon points out that democratators win elections yet while they may be free, they are not really fair, meaning they are decided by fraud (as has been widely alleged in the recent case of Papua New Guinea in June 2017) (Juffa, 2017) . He has a growing list of leaders that fit this label, including Latin American 'populists' like Rafael Correa of Equador and Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua, 'European backsliders' like Viktor Orban of Hungary and Viktor Yanukovych, the deposed former president of Ukraine, and African leaders such as Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Jacob Zuma of South Africa.
Undoubtedly, Fiji's prime minister Voreqe Bainimarama ought to be on this list too since having been elected in September 2014, ending eight years of military backed dictatorship and providing a figleaf of legitimacy while continuing to manipulate public debate and information (Robie, 2016c) . Another list member could arguably be Prime Minister Peter O'Neill of Papua New Guinea. His powerbase was being tested in a general election in June 2017 general election after he had effectively seized control of the country through an unprecedented 'constitutional coup' against the incumbent, 'founding father' Sir Michael Somare, in 2011 (Pryke, 2016) . Using the Committee to Protect Journalists' criteria, the Trump administration is also being condemned for the alleged 'fake news' and 'war on truth' campaign and threats against a mainstream media already suffering from perceptions of declining credibility (Kolhatkar, 2017) .
Facts are the enemy of charlatans and con artists, hence Trump's adviser and campaign chair Kellyanne Conway's offer of 'alternative facts' (Bradner, 2017) in the face of real ones on the size of Inauguration Day crowds in Washington, DC. In Trump's milieu, bona fide news reports are considered 'fake news', while Conway's lies (and those of the president) are simply 'alternative facts'. (Kolhatkar, 2017) The issues highlighted by Simon are to some degree reflected in the evolution of some journalism programmes in the Asia-Pacific region. For two decades, [the author has] been an initiator of a series of independent newspapers based in prominent South Pacific journalism programmes hosted at four universities in Australia, Fiji, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea. All of the publications have played an 'activist' role in raising issues of social justice and campaigning for more critical and challenging assignments for student media in the context of coups, civil war, climate change, development and neo-colonialism. They have been bastions of free speech and public discourse, even to the point of threatened deportation in the case of Fiji for teaching investigative journalism (Robie, 2003) . (Robie, 2004a (Robie, , 2004b (Robie, , 2006 (Robie, , 2012 (Robie, , 2014c such as reflected in Deliberative Journalism (DJ), Human Rights Journalism (HRJ) and other models (Hackett et al., 2017; Nash, 2016; Romano, 2011; Shaw, 2011) .
Journalism as Campus-based Independent Publishing
One of the most innovative journalists and media academics in the Asia-Pacific region to successfully integrate investigative journalism, journalism-as-research and independent community journalism with an academic programme is Wendy Bacon, a now retired professor of journalism at the University of Technology Sydney and former director of the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism (ACIJ). She writes for New Matilda and other independent media. In one of her earlier progressive papers critiquing twenty-five years of journalism education and research in the academy, Bacon articulated how journalism education and research had slowly won acceptance within the broader academic field but that many journalists had felt 'undervalued' within humanities or social science faculties (Bacon, 2006) .
It is ironical-and a sad statement about the declining status of mainstream journalism in Australia and New Zealand-that UTS in early 2017 announced the closure of the Centre after a 'significant contribution to journalism and [as] a strong advocate for the public right to know and the role of journalism in strengthening democracy' (Spongberg, 2017 ). An internal UTS memorandum on March 28 to academic staff acknowledged:
In its over twenty-five-year history, ACIJ collaborated in major investigations with a wide range of media outlets and was involved in both national and international research collaborations such as the Global Environmental (Robie, 2015b) . In the May edition that year, we published two investigative journalism articles with exegeses about nickel mining in New Caledonia and the Freeport gold and copper mine in Indonesia's most easternmost province Papua (Abplanalp, 2012; Gooch, 2012) . Bacon followed this up in the next edition of PJR with a theoretical rationale for the new editorial section, explaining that the journal had always been concerned to link 'robust and informed journalism' with media research that contributed to social development in the broader community, the media industries and inside the academy (Bacon, 2012) .
This provided an impetus for the publication of university-based radical and independent media. A Columbia Journalism Review analysis of the 'transformation' of American journalism flagged an era where the dominance of established and legacy news media and networks was rapidly giving way to a ruptured and widely dispersed gathering and distribution of news through digital media and connective media networks. The fundamental question being asked by the authors, Downie and Schudson, was that of how to counter the threat to independent reporting that had been providing 'information, investigation, analysis and community knowledge' in both local and global affairs (Downie & Schudson, 2009 Downie and Schudson (2009) acknowledged that many universities in the United States were publishing the reporting of student journalists 'on the states, cities, and neighbourhoods' where the campuses were located. Frequently, the student work in journalism classes and news services was supervised by professional journalists employed by the faculties. Sometimes the student work is published by the universities' own media, at other times it is published by industry media seeking to supplement their own coverage, occasionally for a publishing fee. Among the better known US university daily newspapers is the Columbia Missourian Universities are also becoming homes for independent nonprofit investigative reporting projects started by former newspaper and television journalists. Some are run by journalists on their faculties, while others, such as The Watchdog Institute at San Diego State University, are independent nonprofits that use university facilities and work with faculty and students. (Downie & Schudson, 2009) While this may seem rather encouraging for independent campus-based media, and Downie and Schudson cite many successful examples and models, there is also a downside to this development. Jonathan Peters has cautioned in the Columbia Journalism Review that at the time of writing at least four university newspaper advisers had been stripped from their roles or faced their positions being curbed or axed altogether (Peters, 2015) . He warned that this development was raising concerns among independent media advocates about the survival of some university-based publications.
"Two of the cases have prompted lawsuits, and one of the former advisers has filed a grievance. At one school, the entire journalism program was cancelled and funding to print the student newspaper was slashed" (Peters, 2015) .
Peters cited Frank LoMonte, executive director of the Student Press Law Center, which provides legal and material support for student editors and journalists, as saying: "It's a perfect storm of financial stress for colleges and universities … And the local conditions are ripe for censorship and retaliation" (as cited in Peters, 2015) .
At the time of writing, the New Zealand media industry has claimed to be in dire Afghanistan in 2010 that killed six civilians, including a three-year-old girl, and wounded 15, the previous two years had been a turning point for the media (Hager & Stephenson, 2017) . These years, he says, may be remembered as moment when New Zealand news media stopped being able to carry out their Fourth Estate function (Hager, 2017) .
2015 was the year when TV3 slashed serious current affairs and investigative journalism. The same happened at Māori Television: two out of three major TV channels at once, both with a strong smell of political interference. The New Zealand Herald, which until recently, had the best array of columnists, merged its news with Newstalk ZB radio, cutting various critical commentators and replacing them on the Herald website with the opinions of talkback hosts. 2016 saw plans for the mega-merger of the two main private newspaper/media companies, a further great, panicked rationalization. Government-friendly media celebrities increased in dominance. Clickbait was so ubiquitous that it was ceasing to be a pejorative term. (Hager, 2017) This shrinking mainstream media plurality in New Zealand provides a context for examining publication of campus-based media based at AUT's Pacific Media Centre, where student and faculty editorial staff have successfully established an independent digital press over the past decade. I have been involved with four university-based journalism publications over two decades as key adviser/publisher in Papua New Guinea (Uni Tavur, 1993 -1998 Fiji (Wansolwara, 1998 -2002 ; and Aotearoa/New Zealand (Pacific Scoop, 2009 Asia Pacific Report, 2016 onwards) (see Figure 1) , and also with a publication in Australia (Reportage, 1996) . I was also one of the two founding lecturers of Te Waha Nui and the associated News Production course at AUT during 2003-2007 and I written extensively about this experience elsewhere (Berney & Robie, 2008; Robie, 2006) . Levu island village of Tukuraki, which is being relocated by the government after being destroyed successively by two cyclones and a landslide (Hutt & Cleaver, 2017) . Some international news media-not local-notably The Guardian Australia, reported on June 8 that four students had been killed when police opened fire on them at the University of Papua New Guinea (Davidson, 2016) . This followed the deaths of three students in similar circumstances in 2001. However, the 2016 reported deaths were incorrect (Figure 4) . While some 23 people-four critically-were reported wounded by hospital authorities, they all survived. In the six weeks leading up to the shootings, the hashtag #UPNG4PNG became a 'hot' twitter theme as the country's universities mounted a series of peaceful protests and class boycotts seeking to force Prime
Minister Peter O'Neill to step down from office in the face of persistent allegations of corruption. The students cited 'multiple criminal investigations against him, attempts to shut down the police force's corruption unit, and poor fiscal management' (Pryke, 2016b) . This climaxed when PNG police opened fire on a peaceful demonstration when they failed to arrest the Student Representative Council president Kenneth Rapa, and later at Unitech on June 25 when off-campus 'marauders' killed a student with bush knives (Kama, L., 2016) . Students at the country's universities, particularly UPNG, were the latest in a 'long list of those in the firing line for denouncing the leadership of Papua New Guinea's seemingly impregnable Prime Minister Peter O'Neill' (Kama, B., 2016) . The students wanted O'Neill to resign and also for the police commissioner not to suppress investigations into corruption allegations implicating the prime minister. The students had been on strike since the end of April until finally the frustrated UPNG administration abandoned the academic year and disbanded the SRC, stripping it of its campus authority (Aupong, 2016) . (Kama, B., 2016) , the success came at a severe political cost. Security forces were accused of having shot dead three students.
The PNG Constitution provides for the right to protest, to hold public assembly, and for freedom of expression. However, these are qualified rights, meaning they can be restricted if it appears that a protest would cause disharmony and instability. The In Samoan language, the word fa'afafine includes the prefix 'Fa'a', meaning 'in the manner of', and fafine meaning 'woman' (Milner, 1966, p. 52) . This 'third gender'
is well-accepted in Samoan culture and they are traditionally trained from a young age to do 'women's daily work' in an Aiga (Samoan family group) (Danielsson et al., 1978) .
On 19 Where is the respect for this young person and her family? The use of such an image to sell newspapers is the lowest form of sales tactics and the editor and the reporter should be held accountable for such degrading journalism. (Ibid.)
The Samoa Observer followed up with an initial front page apology on July 20
headed 'And if you're offended by it still, we apologise' that critics regarded as selfjustification, and this prompted further widespread criticism on social media. Finally, editor-in-chief Gotoa'itele Savea Sano Malifa wrote a personal apology-he had not been involved in the editorial decision to publish the front page image and story-to Samoa Observer readers published in the July 21 edition. 'The truth is that last week, we made a sad mistake when we published a story on the late Jeanine Tuivaiki, on the front page of the Sunday Samoan. We now accept that there has been an inexcusable lapse of judgment on our part, and for that we are sincerely regretful (Samoa Observer, 2016 ).
However, this sincere apology, along with Savea also pointing out that the newspaper had been a strong supporter of the rights of the fa'afafine over many years, The venture is unique in the New Zealand mediascape and over time it should contribute to raising issues of social justice and providing a broader, more progressive media education in the context of Pacific coups, civil war, climate change, development, human rights and neo-colonialism. It is a nonprofit model that can be replicated elsewhere. Increasingly, in the Trump era of 'war on media' it is vital to have publication brands that can be trusted. University media schools have a crucial role to play in this.
